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' |1 had piaced carelesgly esough ln the
drawer of a chifly = otherwise filled
with voilars. It took but a moment 10
satisly myseif that this had not besn
touched. And 1o be sure a hammer
was pol necessary to open a drawer
that had, from (ts Appearance, never
been locked The game was deeper |
' ehan I had moagiaad. T had scratched
the crust withoat resull, and my wits
| were busy with spaculations as |
bruaked my ciothes, pausing frequent-
Iy 1o esamine the furnlture, even the
bricks ou the hearth

One thing oaly | found—ibe aslight
scar of & hammerbead on the oak
paneiing that man arcund the
room. The wood Bad bheen struck
| mear the base acd st the top of every
panel, 'nr though the mark was pot
pereeptible on all, & t=st had avidently
g Been made systemmatically. With this
mmm"'m”‘“"m
ister & spot of tallow under a bhesvy
tabis iz one corzmer. Evidently the
farniture had beea moved to permit
of the closest serutlny of the paneling.

Gieoarm House really promised to
prove exeiting | ok from o drawer
i s=all revolver, Allad its chambers
with eartridees and thrast It Into my
wip pocket whistling meanwhile Larry

CHAPTER VIiI,
The Man on the Wall,
was so thoroughly snery with my-
afler idling along the shores
for an hour I jost my way ln the dark
wood when 1 landed and brought up st
used by Bates for com-
with the villagers who sup
provetider. [ readily
ta the Intchen and to &

-

beard 8 souad as of o Dosovan's favarfte alr, “The Marche
Ppizy wgen wood-work Fuzebre de Marionnettes ™ My beart
ceased and 3 volce whis

weat out o Larmy as | scestad adven-
wished Rim with me; but
Larry's where
proftless. and |

gre. and |
slations As

§
ahoals were always
H

Tue bam of whose evrollsnce Rates
appointment

4 held nothing
r (o this world than & properly

bisted wad Do 4

After severa! minutes more Sars
there wus & whispered dlzlogue which
1 conld not hear

Whatever was occurring two of

i have alwn

ham nd the sperimen Bates
pefore me was & delight 0 the

Tl

bed- |

1o kely e was [a all somewhere E

prise; he feil back, staring at me bard,
and lastinetively drawing the hammer
over bis shoulder as though 1o Bing it
At me

"Just stay where you are 4 mo
ment, Morgan,” | sald pleasantly, nnd
dropped lo & =litiag position om the
wall for greater ease In talking to
him

He stood pallenly, the hammer dan
gling at srmy leagth, whlle my o
volver coversd his head

“Now, Il you please. 1'd Hke to know
what you mean by prowling about
here and rummaging my bouse:”

“Oh, It's you is It Mr Gleagrm?
Well, you certainly gave me & bad
scare”

His air was one of relief and his
teeth showed plessantly through his
beard.

"It certalnly is L But you haven't
answered my guestion Whal were
you dolng = @y heouse today™

He smlled agaln, shaking his head

“You're really fooiing. Mr Glesarm
1 wasa"t in yoor bouse tn-dsy; 1 pever
wis I8 it fn my Mie!™

His white teeth glaamed in bis hight
beard. his hat was pushed Lack from
his forebead so that | saw his pres
sod be wore unmistakably the air of
a mas whose comsclence s perfectly
clear. [ was confident that Be lied
but without appealing to Bates | was
Bot prepared to prove it

"But you can't deny that you're o
my grousnds now, eas yomu™ [ had
dropped the revulver to my knee, bdut
I raised It again

“Cortainly ot Mr Glegarm. If
youll aliow me to expiain—"

‘three points strock me on the instamt
10ne of the conspiratars was an uawill
ing party to an act as yet unknown:
setond. they had been unsuccessful taste —hat
and must walit for another opportw fore
umity: and third, the business whatever
it was, was clearly of some importance

a0 crisply browa Its outer coat
first tentative taste, be-
¢ the sauce was added,—was like
a dream of Lacullus come true. [ feit
that [ could forgive a good deal in &

ko myself. as my own apartments n cook with 132 touch,—anything sbort
¥ Erandfather's sirange bhouse bad of arson and sesassinatio

been chosen for the Investigation. “Bates,” | sald, as he stood forth
Clearly | was not prepared to close where | coald aee him, “you cook

Ithe Ineident, but the ldea of frighten-
ng my visitors appesled to my sense
wof humor. [ tiptoed to the front stair
WY, ran lightly down, found the fromt
'door, and, from the Inslde, opened and
sismmed it. I heard Instantly a hur
iried scamper above, and the heavy fall
of one who bad stumbled in the dark
1 grinned with real pleasure at the
und of the mishsp, bastened to the
Hbrary, which was as dark as a
‘well, and, opening one of the long win.
idowh, steppad out om the baleomy. At
the rear of the house came
of & stealthy step, which
to & run ot the ravine bridge
1o the flight of the fugitive
the wood until the sounds died
toward the jake.
turning to the library wisdow,
Bates, with
n;

amazingly well,
the bhusiness™

"1 can hardly say 1 know It sir
Your lamented grandfather grew vaery
captions, Mr. Glenarm. 1 had to jearn
to satisfly him, and I believe 1 did Iy
sir, if youN! pardon the comceir.™

“He didn't die of pout, did he? 1
can readlly imagine 1t."

“No, Mr. Gleaarm. It was his heart
He had his warning of ¢

“Ah, yes; to be sure. The heart or

the stomach,—one may 28 wel] fall as
the other. | belleve I prefer o keap
my digestion going as long aa possible.
Those grilled sweet potatoes agals, i
you please, HBates"

The game that he and I were play-
| iIng appealed to me stroagly. It was
| altogether worth while, and as | ate
a candle held above guava Jelly with cheese and toasted
head, peering about. crackers, and then lighted one of my
elio, Bates” | called cheerfuily. | own clgars over a cup of Bate's unfall

gol bome and stepped outl to| ing coffee, my spirit was lvelier than
if the moon had risen. I don’t at any time since a certaln evening on
ve | know where to look for it o) which Larry and [ had escaped from
country.” Tangler with our lives und the curses

He began lighting the tapers with | of the police.
his usual deliberation. The day had offered moch materml

Where did you |exrn

i

i

g

-

4

*It's a trifie early, | thiak, wir. | for fireside reflection. and I reviewad
About elght o'clock, I should say, was ta history calmly. There was how
the hour, Mr. Glenarm.™ aver, one Incident that [ found un-

There was, of courss, no doubt what. | pleasant in the retrowpect. | had been

gullty of most wochivalrous conduct
heard in my room. It was loward one of the girls of St Agatha's.
possible that he had been com- | It had certainly been unbecoming in
to assist in some lawless act! e 10 it on the wall, however gnwill-
will; but why, if he had | Ingly. and listen to the words—few
ioto aiding & criminal, | though they were—that passed be
tween her and the chapiain. 1 forgot
the shot through the window; 1 forgot
Breplace 1 .| Bates and the mnterest my room pos
oy x mu:r:‘ﬁa:h:l;: ‘l’i':hr:d’m for him and hls unknown s
his tmany candies in the great apart- | complice; but the sudden distrust and
ment. He was certalnly a deep one, | contempt [ had awakeoed In the girl
and his case grew more puzaling as 1| PY my clownlsh behavior sapoyed me
studied it In relatlon to the rifle shot | lncreasingly.
of the night before, his collision with | [ rose presentiy, found my cap and
Morgan in the wood, which T had wit- ' went out into the moon-flooded wood
nessed; and now the house [tself had toward the lake. The tangle was not
been mvaded by some one with his 0 Breat when you knew the way,
onnivance. The riffe shot might have Add there was ipdeed, s I bad found,
®eén inmocent enough: but taken in B¢ faint suggeston of a path. The
counection with thess other matters | moon glorified a broad highway across

ever that Bates had been ome of the

i

his
forced
not lnvoke my own ald to
himself? 1 kicked the logs

§t could hardly be brushed aside. | the water; the air was sharp and still
Bates lighted me (o the stairway, | 1 followed the wall of 5t Agatha's 1o
snd said as I m him: | the Ente, climbed up and sat dewn in

“Thero'’s & baked ham for dinner, 1| the shadow of the pillar farthest from
sbould call it extra delicate, Mr. Glen- the lake .1 drn-'.:, outl & cigarette and
suppose there’ 48 . . | was about to light it when | heard a
zdlnlm hour. sir®™ Ao mtmnd a8 of a step on stone. There
W c|was, | knew, no stome pavement at
ﬁ?llwnﬂzmd::::;;?:::,; | hand. but ]mﬂr!‘u h,:“"! the Inke I
dlaner hour one day and change it the | suw a man walking baldly along the
Seil. Bates  wished to make conver- | top of the wall toward me. The moon.
Safion-—the sure sign of & gulli\‘ i { Hight threw hia figure tuto clear reltef
sclénce in & servant—and 1 +as not l Several times e paused, bent down
A ! |and mapped upon the wall with an
dlsposed Lo encourage him. | nhject he carried In his hand
1 plated the doors carefully and be- Tap, tap, tap! The man with the
gan & thorough exsmination of both | yoryir was esxamining the farther
the sittingroom mnd the hittle bed- | aide of the gate, and very Hkely he
chamber. | was guite sure that my | yo.14 carry his mvestizations beyond
own effects could not hase attracted f. 1 drew up my legs and erouched
the two men who had taken advantage |y, ¢ny ghadow of the pillar, revolver
in hasd. | was not aaxious to invite
an encounter; | much preferred Lo
walt for a disclosure of the purpose

my slmple wardrobo. 1 threw open sterious ta
'-‘;_l._ : ; lmmmmuum ous tap
:*. them all in the good order | * poe e matter was taken out of m
‘established by Bates. He bad carrisd ’

eys—30 adurned was It with sploes; |
and a |

o
CHAPTER Vil
A String of Goid Beadh

A moment after ! bad flung myself
down befors the fire, Hates entored
with a fresh supply of wood I
walched him sarrowly for e sige
of pertnrbation. bot he was not to be
caught off guard. Posmbly ke bad unt
heard the ahots In 1heée wook], & any
rate, he tended the fre with his usual
gravity. and after brushing the hearth
pansed respectiully

Is there anviking further, sir™

“1 believe nol. Baleda Oh' herw's 8
bammer | picked up out in the grounds
& bt smn | wish you'd see i 1L De
longs 1o the hoase,

He e¢1asileed the implement
care and shook his head

I\ doesn’t beloux here, | think sir
But wa sometimes find tools left by
the carpesters that worked om il
bouse. Shall 1 put this in the Wl
chest, air™

“Never mind [ seed such & thing
sow asd then and I'M Leep it handy

*Very good. Mr. Glenarm

We were not gotring anywhere, the
fellow was certainly an lncomparabie
actor

“You must Gnd It pretty Jonely here
Bates’ Don't hesitate tn go ‘o the vl
lage when you like”

"1 thank yvw Mr. Glenarm, bdut |
atn pot much for ifiing | Seep a fow
books by me for the eveniags An
nandale ls not what you wonld exactly
oall & diverting yMage

“I fancy not Rut the caretakst
over &t the pnmmer resor! has even a
lotelier time, | suppose  That's wha!
I'd call a pretiy chowriess job —watch
log vammer cottages In the wigter

with

“Thal's precisely what | wagt yoa That's Morgan =it I meet Nin
to 407 ocrasionally when | go L
Wall, It mar seem stratge—he | Bo's & very worthy pers vl
laughed, aad I fell the least DIt fool | call him, on slicht acgaaluisncs
fsh to be puinting a platol at the head No donbt of M, Pates Any time
of & tellow of sa amiable a spirit through the winfer : want 9
Harry,” | commanied bim fn for a social glase. IU's &
Well, a8 | was saying it may seem | With ms
strang=, but | was just sxamining ‘I When | plunged in the wors
wall 10 deters the character of 1he | the middl { the 1
work Ume of the coltagers om 1| was with ihe Jd¢f * - t
jak= inft we with the job of bullding & | TOTRInE N
fer =5 I3 AW ® M L
fence oa Bis place, and [ ve Hews
| pacting to come over to ook Al
Fall fall You see, Mr Glenarm !
hozored grandisther, was a master
soch matters, and 1 didat see a - {t .
barm In getting the benefit—io put 11| Peddied up the lab ¢ .
so—of his experionce” il serm, bar the nl 4 " 04
1 laughed. He had deniod Baving| ©OF the south tasted of ral=. | » 4
entered the bouse with so much assur- | 1he Water and the borders of the lake
aoce that | bhad been propared for for sizws of iife —enove particu
some really plausibie expianation of | TWAY &8 well admit, for & certaln ma
bis interest (o the wall roon canoe and A& girl o a red tamo
Morgun—you sald it was Morgag, | sbanter: bul lake and summer
dida't you'—you are undeubiedly a| tages were mins wiome. | landed and

scounidrel of the Arsl waler.”

“Men have been killed for saying
less.” be sald

“And for doiug less than fire throogh
windows &t & man's head It wasa't
friendly of you™

"1 don't sea why you cemter all your

"1 woulda't belleve you, Morgan, If
you swore oo & stack of Bibles as high
aa this wall”™

“Thanks'" he ecjaculated mockingly

Like a Sash he swusg the bammer

over his head and drove It at me, and
at the same moment | fired. The ham-
merhead struck the pillar near the
ouler edge and in such & munner that
the handle flaw arcand aad smote me
smartly o the face. By the tima 1
reached the ground the man was al
ready running rapldly through the

trees, and 1 made after him at hot
apeed
The hammer-handle had strack my

q in my wvisil

Like a Flash Me Flung the Hammer
Owver His Head and Drove It at Me.

began 2t unce my search for Morgas
There were many paths through the
woods back of the rottages o I fo
lowed severa] futllely before | at last
found a small bouse mugly hld away
i 8 thicket of young mapiee

The man | was looking for came U

suspicions ow me. You exaggerate | thp door quickly In response o m)
my itmportance, Mr. Glenarm. [I'm| kaock

ouly the masofall-work st & summer Good aflsrpoon, Morgan

resort.” S afternoon, Mr Glenarm be

mid, taking his plpe from his moutd
the better tn grin Al e
wo sign of surprise
by Bin coml reception
falt, & certaln olement

e aliowed
and [ was nettled
There

H reciirmness

W

to the house of & wan wi

had showy po plngular an in »
my afalrs, apd ¥ 0l greet
vered me

“Morran—" |1 began

"Woa't you cnmie in and rest w
melf, Mr. Giroarm™ he  Inte
“I reckom you're tirsd fr
uver

“Thank you, no” 1 snapped

"Bult yourseil, Mr. Glenarn

peeried to like my name
8 disagroeable drawling «

“Murgan. you
guard. You have tried twice o kil
me—"

“We'll eall it that, if you like "—and
he grinned ‘But you'd better cut

off one for thin"”

He lifted the gray fedora hat from
his Lead, abd el bis Boger thoough
& hoile in the top

“You're & pretty fair shot, Mz, (Flen
arm. The fact about me is and he
vinked.—"the honest trath v 'm all
out of practice
you paddling out on the Iake this after

park, darting in and out among 1!!0]

mouth, asd the whole lower half of
my face stnag from the blow 1
abused myself roundly for mansging
the enconnter so stapldly, and |a mwy

after the fiying figure of the care-
taker. He cloarly had 1he advaniage
of famiiiarity with the wood, striking
off boldly Into the heart of It and

us;, but 1 kept on, evan after | ceaned
to bear him thresbiog through the
undergrowth, apd came out pressntly
If at the margin of the lake ahout 50
feat from the boat-house I walted in
Its shadow for some Uma, cxpecting
1o seo the fellow again, but he did not
r.
I found the wall with 4iflcolty and

rage firod twice with no afm whartever |

|
|
|
|
|

quickly widenlng the distance between |

noon | sighted you froem the canls
kalf & dozen times with my gun, !
I wan afrald to risk It He
to be shaken with ianer minth “Iy
I'd missed | wasnt
scared to death!™

For & novel diversion | heartfly re
ommend 8 meeting with the asnanly
who has, only & few duye or houry be
fore, tried 1o murder
nothing in tl
that s quite equal

“*Morgan, | hooe
thal I am not responsible for any |
Jury my grandfatber muas tave infiiet
od on you. | hadn't seen Bim foir sod
oral years Wélore he dled
At Glenarm before in my life,
ittle rough for you 1o visit ¥
pleasure on me"'

He stulled tolernti®y as 1 spaice
knew—and bhe konew that 1 did-—hat
no M feellng againdt my Foandfuhe
lay back of his Interest in my afalrs

"You're mot quite. ‘he man
grandfather was, Mr. Gironrm. Yoyl
exease my bluntness, but 1 take It
that you'ro a frank man yourself. ¥
was ‘& very, keen person, and, I'm
afrald,”—he chuckled with evident
mtigfaction to himeelf—"I'm really
afrald, Mr. Glenarm, that you're not!™

“There you have 1t, Morgan' I fully
acres with you! IPm oas dull ms an
oyster; that's -
on you for enlightenment. Consider
that I'm bere under & flag of truce, n o

gt
|

LEL

sure you'd be

you, ] know of

way of sorial adyentars
to I

Yuy nnderstandd

=

I was tever
T w
mr dls

your

: m-:-llnm_cbum

meat.

Why, sle, when | saw | supe—

There was & time when we might have

¢ only fortsfive| dons wome business; but that's past
sow. You seem lhe m pretiy decest

fellow, wo, and I'm sorTy
you soouer; bt botter luc
AWell™ 1 sald, seeing 1

1 didn’t woe
k next time ™
hat 1 whouid

In Bank Blook ¢
Law O

hgidl
Perimaneutly lrated |

only make mysolf ridtcatous by hlm‘] , S

to Jearn anpikizg from hin ' : u-'l'.-';i rllp M”“le l--r .
our e spats L2 Igh wWigd LB 2 4 " QL -
on walls wont fuetre win oot Attorney at Law, .
prénaant aocla! reiatioos.  And sdunt WEHBBVILLE, “ .I" 4
aalrdin to tell yr | was meeriing | g

:"’H“j L s oy anger — that| Collections ia Waslers Nastesy
J.f.: catrh ...‘I.,g-_ my ndl again 1N given .w m

A you with lead and

Inke "

—Ih_._
¥ L Stowess >

rhank yoa, alr,” he said, with 8o H ¢ SBalliven

perfect as Imital T s ’ ';l -
and r.;a viie that | smiled [a apite o Atlorneys and G 1l ’l
mysd -

And now, Iif you promise not to |
gre iato my back 1l wish you good| Commercial  Htgation, Corporsba
day. Otherwise—" land Heal Estate. Collections wals,

He snatched off bis bat and bowed |y witied, Depositions takien.
profoundl) 11 sait_me much beller | ,’,

to continus hantling the

own grounds” be sald, &

referred 10 & Buxiuses matie

ing & Iman on yugr own
quires some osplalaing
noticed UT

“Yoa, | commit mast of
away from home” [ said
the babit sarly in lifa
gan”

As | tureed away he closed his door

I a—1
you may have | Main Street, -

Good day
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i though he
Kile
proparty ™ |

my mirders
1 formed
Mar

"ore,
FE

with & slam —a dellcate way of amwyr 1
ing me that he was acting In l""’l il
fath, and oot preparing o puncture g )
my back with & rifle ball | reguined | v b
the lake ahore, foeling no greal dis I“The “mw
coursgemsent over the lean resuiis ot | bk o
@y Interview, byt rather 8 (resh zesl | ' . iy
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A mufled et

me —first it kad om  bajow, I
then I} was man ke motne une guing
stalrs where" in my own

roct | MED beard steps. Light. siow
ot distinet Agaln 'here was a slom
hie and & hareied recovery —ghosta, | |
eflected, do not fall down stalrs! |

The sound died away, seemiagly fa Tue famowms DPirdesl] WA A
some dlathnt part of the house acd %0 by Bayder Hanlwars Compang
though | prowied about for an hot 1 ‘ “ ’
did not recur that night ke e, ‘.., u'. * ‘

(To Be Continued )
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